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mumens of Cyrus the Great
ht the return of Japheth to domin-
the tents of Shem after centuries
tic supremacy in the Pertile Cres-
ey also brought the return of
her own tents in Canaan after
sév'énty years” of exile in Babylonia.
520 B.C. some two decades after
of Cyrus launched the reorgani-
Lsrael as the province of Judah
he Persian satrapy of Transpo-
~the prophetic witness of Haggai
chariah began. In the name of the
of Israel they called the restored
nt to the reconstruction of the
temple and promised them a fu-
f Messianic glory. -

THORSH P

itteen chapters of the book bearing
s pame have been traditionally
d as coming from his pen, and
the position accepted in this
. The Interpreter's Bible by its very
propagandlzes for the dominant
e in modern higher criticism. For
nguishes its treatment of chapters
from that of chapters 1-8 almost
shrply as it would in the case of two
te books. It assigns the last six
5 to a different pair of scalpel
Y commentators who explain the edi-

ship of these few chapters to three
ibly more unknowns of the Hel-
age. This post-Zecharian dating
i pters 9-14 has been the vogue since
d of the nineteenth century, hang
the pre-exilic hypothesis which
e equally confident persuasion of
lier negative critics.

eidy access to the detailed linguistic,
al, and ideological arguments is
le to all who are interested in the
ions of G. L. Robinson (“Book of
iah” in The International Standard
Encyclopedia) and H. G, Mitchell
entary on Zechariah in The Inter-
mal Critical Commentary). These
s take account of each other’s ar-
ts as they advocate respectively the
ian and post-Zecharian origin of
ers 9-14. Apropos of useful tools
e study of Zechariah the recency
date of the commentary is not
ijs o reliable index of value. The
. preacher, earnestly concemed to
what God is saying to us through
tariah, will find that the nineteenth
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century work of Hengstenberg (in his
Christology of the Old Testament) and
of Keil is still as highly rewarding as
anything produced since. Those who
consult the original text will find the
commentary of Mitchell rich in philologi-
cal material,

THE NEIGHT VISIONS

The first major block of material covers
chapters 1-6 and consists of seven visions
received in one night, along with an in-
troductory word, dated some three months
hefore the night visions, and a concluding
symbolic action:

Introduction (1:1-6) The keynote is
sounded in verse 3: “Return unto me,
saith the Lord of hosts, and I will return
unto you.” Zechariah joins his fellow

Old Testament prophets in their twofold .

task as expounders of the Law and fore-
runners of the Gospel. He begins his
ministry to the Israelites with the exhor-
tation to hearken unto Moses if they
would inherit the hlessings of Christ.

Vision 1 (1:7-17) The central theme
of these night visions is the kingdom of
God in the midst of the kingdoms of the
world. The problem is introduced at
once that Jerusalem, Old Testament cen-
ter and symbol of God's kingdom, beats
the scars of defeat and desolation while
the nations of the earth are at ease in
their indifference to the sovereign claims
of the Lord, the God of Isracl. This is
the problem of unrealized eschatology,
next to sin the profoundest source of ten-
sion in the Christian pilgrim’s life of
faith. The saints of the most High, the
heirs of all according to divine promise,
find themselves now the possessors of next
to nothing. (The theocratic domain in
Zechariah’s day covered a tract of only
some 25 by 40 miles—subject to Persia
at that.)

This discouraging world sitnation is
reported by horsemen returning from
their reconnaissance of the earth to the
angel of the Loxd who is found near
Jerusalem. But there is promise for the
saints in the very presence of God's angel
and his intercession for Jerusalem brings
from the Lord the message that he is sore
displeased with the mations at ease, plus
his assurance that the theocratic cities
shall yet overflow with prosperity and his
house shall be built in Jernsalem.

Vision 2 (1:18-21) The first vision's
declaration of divine displeasure with the

world indifferent in unbelief is now
elaborated. The nations which dispersed
Judah aze symbolized by four horns.
Against them God sends agents of judg-
ment symbolized by four smiths to cast
down the horns and bring relief to the
theocracy.

Vision 3 {2:1-13) This vision resumes
the first vision’s divine promise concern-
ing the future expansion of Jerusalem.
A man with a measuring line goes to
measure Jerusalem envisaged as enjoying
unprecedented prosperity. Then a call
is issued to God’s people still dwelling in
Babylon to return and participate in
Zion's coming exaltation above the na-
tions which had afflicted her. This pros-
perity is interpreted in terms of a divine
advent (vs. 10) and the incorporation of
the Gentiles within the covenant com-
munity Cvs. 11). That is, Zecharizh
through the imagery of the typical Old
Testament theocracy phophesies of the
antitypical Christocracy of the New Tes-
tament age.

Vision 4 (3:1-10) Another dimension
in the Church's holy war is introduced:
her trials are traced to the enmity of ~
Satan. At the same time the ethical
roots of the eschatological tension appear
in the exposwre of the defiling sin of
God’s people. But in this context the
theme - of Messiah's soteric mission also
emerges in the prophecy of the Branch
throngh whom Satan is rebuked and the
iniquity of the elect is removed “in one
day.” Joshua the high priest is declared
to be a type of the priestly work of the
Branch.

Vision 5 (4:1-14) The prophecy pro-
ceeds fromn the work of the Son to the
work of the Spirit. The symbolism of the
visions has gradually circled in from the
heathen nations to Zion and now it en-
ters the holy place of the temple itself.
The candlestick appears, so designed and
fed oil by the olive trees that without
humen tending it burns continually, so
signifying the mmonergism of the divine
Spirit’s operations as he works recreatively
in those the Son has redeemed to be
lights in the world. The reappearance
in this context of the imagery of the re-
building of the temple, here attributed to
Zerubbabel, is further indication that
such imagery is intended as a symbolic
portrayal of . Christ’s spiritual temple
which he builds through the Spirit.

Vision 6 (5:1-11) Agreeable to the
redemptive-spiritnal  character of the
kingdom revealed in visions 4 and 5, the
progress of that kingdom is now found
to be a matter of reformation as well as of

- expansion—of judgment within as well

as judgment of the world outside. The
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temoval of covenant-hreakers is symbol-
ized by the destzuction of their houses
in the holy land and the construction of
a new dwelling to which they are trans-
ported in the world-sphere of Shinar.
This complements the call to believers
lingering in Babylon to come home to
Zion and the flocking to Zion of the
converted Gentiles (vision 3), the net
effect heing the sharp separation of the
Church from the world which prepares
for the final scene of eschatological tri-
umph.’

Vision 7 (6:1-8) Under the symbol-

ssm of four chariots of judgment which
go to the several points of the compass
and appease the wrath of God there is
depicted the final judgment of the Ser-
pent’s seed. The earth is thus cleared of
foes to become from sea to sea the in-
heritance of all who are Christ's, and
therefore .are Abraham’s seed, beirs ac-
cording to the promise.
- Concluding Symbolic Transaction (6:
9-15), The Loxd requires Zechariah to
make a crown of silver and gold offered
by returned exiles and with it to crown
the high priest Joshua king. Thus in
striking symbolism the Messianic figure
of the Branch, singled out of the pre-
ceding visions for closing attention, is
shown to combine in one pexson the
offices of both Joshua and Zerubbabel.
Chuist is revealed as a priest who builds
his own temple, unto which men come
from afar to take their place—as a priest
who reigns as king from the glory of his
throne. '

A REBUFF TO FORMALISTS

The occasion of the prophesying of chap-
texs 7 and 8 was the arrival, almost two
years after the night visions, of a dele-
gation from Bethel, posing to the priests
and prophets at Jerusalem 2 theological
problem. Was it necessary in their days
of restoration to continue the observance
of Fasts instituted in remembrance of the
destruction of Jerusalem? (7:1-3).

In reply Zechariah first confronts the
delegation with the teaching of the past
(7:4-14). The loss of God's favor mani-
fested in the fall of Jerusalem had been
due to no want of formal ritual on Israel’s
part but to their failure to bring forth
the righteous fruits of their covenant
privileges. This reply cuts through the
delegation’s superficial formulation of the
question and convicts of the basic reali-
ties of sin, righteousness, and judgment.
Zechariah points to obedience to the
covenant ethic (not fo a concern about
selfrighteous ceremonialism) as the way
to. continued covenant favor.

He next enforces this lesson of Tsrael's
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past by coupling with promises of the
future trensformation of all Jerusalem’s
fasts into feasts and the conversion of the
nations to Israel’s God the demand for a
response of love and truth to the cove-
nant grace of God (ch. 8).

Chapters 7 and 8 are transitional in the
stucture of the book. They provide a
hortatory introduction to the “burdens”
of chapters 9-14 while they bring the
night visions full cirele with a clear echo
of the keynote theme sounded in the
opening verses. Their non-visionary form
also prepares stylistically for the following
oracles at the same time that they share
with the preceding chapters an orienta-
don to the concrete situation of the re-
turned exiles. A further element of con-
tinuity found in this section is its utiliza~
tion, in common with all the rest of the
book, of the symbol of a flourishing Jeru-
salem as the sanctuary of the converted
nations in its preview of the Kingdom of
God during the Messianic age.

HADRACH AND ISRAEL

Chapters 9-14 consist of a “burden” on
Hadrach ¢9-11) and a “burden” on Istael
(12-14). These are not dated but pre-
sumably come from a later period in Zech-
ariah’s ministry. A few major strands in
the eschatology of these chapters are
selected for brief comment here. With an
eye to the Zecharian authorship of the
whole book note will be taken of the con-
tinuity in eschatological perspective be-
tween chapters 1-8 and 9-14.

The Casting Away of Israel: Chapter
5 had expounded the keynote principle
that one’s continuance in. the privileges
of God's kingdom depended on his mani-
festation of the righteonsness of that
kingdom. It pictured the covenant-break-
ers being cut off and driven into per-
manent exile. That theme is continued
i chapters 9-14.

According to 13:7,82, as an immediate
sequel to the suffering of the Messianie
shephetd, a judgment falls upon the cov-
enant flock which results in the cutting
off of the majority. A more extended
treatment of this dark prospect is found
in chapter 11, Here the judgment is
traced to the general apostasy of Israel,
expressed climactically in her failure to
recognize the hour of Messianic visita-
tion. Israel and most of all Israel’s lead-
ers despise the Good Shepherd. The con-
sequent judgment involves not only the
abandonment of the majority of the flock
to destruction but the termination in
wrath of the Old Testament theocratic
order. The religious hierarchy is cut off;
the promised land is made desolate,

In short, Zechariah expected that the

- hamic covenant is also repeatedly

consummation of the kingdom’s ble
which he foretells in other passages
be realized in spite of a divine judgmen
against Israel of such proportions as
called the fall or casting away o
"This is ignored by the commentato
malke facile charges of chauvinism 4
the author. '

The Double Bemnant: The
away of Israel is mot fatal to. th
tinnity of the covenant program’ b
the Lord saves out of Isracl a remn
cording to the election of grace. The
Testament, however, anticipate
than mere continuity, There was
glorious fullness and Zechariah p
the cxplanation of that fullness w
prophesies of the salvation of a rem
of the Gentiles. He is not, therefore,
rowly nationalistic but cherishes the.
of universalism.,

The motif of the remnant of s
forms the whole historic situa
which Zechariah immediately addr

excision of the covenant-breake;
chapter 5. The prophet repeats
theme in the later chapters 1
13:8D,9; of. 10:6-12; 14:2.

The conversion of the pations
dicted in the earlier chaptess in the
vision (2:11; ¢f. 6:15) and in the
to the Bethel delegation (8:22,23)
found in chapters 9-14 in 9:7,10; 1
The participation of the remnant ¢
Centiles in the blessings of th

bolized by the unyrecedented exp:
of “Jerusalem.” Thus throughou
chapters is taught the doctrine o
double remnant.

THE FINAL JUDGMENT
The Judgment of the Hostile Na

The universalism of salvation is.
tributive, It i only a remmant.
heathen who are saved, The world
ing large in its hostility to the caven
community forms part of Zecheriah
look throughout his book. The'_f
power is depicted in various u
attitudles. Now they are at ease
different (1:7,15). Now they:
God’s kingdom (1:18 ff; 12:1 &
f£.). Again, they are found ocett
the promised inheritence of the
(ch. 9), o

Corresponding to this rebellious
the world is the recurring theme o
final judgment of the mations, Th
to be cast down and dispossessed.
are to become a spoil (Cont'd on
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3 “hely roller” pattern, the leader
iding up his service in ecstatic convul-
n reminiscent of the ancient witch-
I,

Meetings at first were held only at
ht. Now the government has recog-
d the movement as a religion, permit-
i assemblies at any time.

e Bakongo tribe is probably the most
slistic group in Congo. Its link
h Kintwadi-ism may well give rise to
ulifico-religions movement. 3 M.

ungelist Sentenced

Anative evangelist on the Danish mis-
feld in the Sudan was fined and
ienced to six months’ imprisonment
aving offended the Moslems by
Hivering o sermon on the ‘words of
is: “No one ‘cometh to the Father
et by me.”

he evangelist has maintained that he
nothing hostile to the Moslem faith.
appealed the case.

Three African pastors were imprisoned
¢ same time, but were acquitted then
Liw suits against a tribal chief for al-
{ sander and bad treatment in
o,

WORLD’S FAIR

wtd from p. 28) daily services in
tl languages. In the exhibition hall
displays of literature, inter-church aid,
s art, liturgy, evangelism and
| worl. Lectures and conferences
be held throughout the duration of
Lair, after which the Belgians hope to
¢ the building for use as a permanent
k center.

chserver at this point could well
What is the message to be found at
¢ Protestant Pavilion? What is the pur-
s of the exhibit and what is there to
wmmunicated to the fairgoers? The
time of the Protestant exhibit is the
'humam'ty, as seen in the light of
Christ. This theme sets the hope
ankind in a context of supernatural
,in contrast with the general theme
hole exhibition, with its accent on
s ability., The optimistic notion that
ic power will be used autematically
tie advantage of all nations and peoples
us avoided, Yet there is no explicit
ast of the contemporary reliance on
ce with God's not by wmight, not by
r, but by my spirit, Nonetheless,

eneral theme of the fair, Brussels
an apportunity for a challenge, for
mess that goes beyond design and
nse and display, for a chance to say
it supreme confidence in the works of

stants seem not to be passive toward

unredeemed man s not of God! Only as
Protestantism  articulates the modern
man’s hope in Christ the Redeemer, will
it reflect to fairgoers touring Furope the
true spirit of the Reformation.

For whatever the pavilion is, much can
be attributed to the inspiring leadership
of the Rev. Peter Fagel, pastor of the
Dutch Reformed Church in Brussels.
Largely because of Fagel’s vision, the one-
fifth acre Protestant site was secured—and
this largely on faith! The Federation of
Protestant Churches of Belgium then ap-
pealed to Protestants elsewhere for help.

The project still is in dire fnancial
straits. The World Council up untl
April 1 had only been able to collect half
of its $100,000 responsibility. Among
the donors have been the National
Lutheran Counecil, $5,000; the Protes:
tant Episcopal Church, $5,000; and the
Evangelical and Reformed Church and
the American Baptist Convention,
$1,000 each, Fundraising gimmicks
have included a dance on the University
of Maryland campus. Donors’ names wilt
be listed on a Protestant Witness Roll to
be delivered to the pavilion.

Protestants in other counties have

helped in unusual ways. A church in
Holland is lending an organ, while a
Dutch firm supplied chairs. Five-color
plexiglass windows have been imported
from Switzerland. The aluminum walls

were made in England, the floor tiles.

come from Italy and wall decorations
from Germany.

The Christian witness at the 1958
World's Fair will not be confined to the
Protestant Pavilion. The Belgian Congo
displays include portrayals of Protestant
activities, as do-the exhibits of Germany,
Switzerland, Finland and Austria. 'The
United Bible Societies have an exhibit all
their own in a huge display board repre-
senting an open Bible as the focal point,
The board will flash Bible verses in a
pattern of electric lights in several lan-
guages. The Belgian Gospel Mission, a
member of the Interdenominational For-
eign Mission Association, has been
readying thousands of pieces of literature
for distribution to- fairgoers.

Hands-off Policy
At Shannon Airpoft in Dublin, ground

hostesses for an Irish airline refused on
moral grounds to handle a consignment of
an American servicemen’s magaziné in-
tended for distributdon to American
troops en toute to Germany.

The magazine carfied four pictures of
an American actress which the young
women hostesses considered to be in-bad
taste.

BOOK OF THE MONTH

{Cont'd from p. 24) to God's people, The
arrow of God will go forth against them
and he will “destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem.” The last glimpse
the Seer catches of that world finds it
reeling under the wrath of the Almighty
gone forth in defence of the remmnant of
his people. In the visions see 1:15,21;
2:9; 6:1-8. In the final “burdens” see
chapter 9; 12:1-9 and 4:3,12-15.

Messiak, Divine Priest-King: As a
finel strand in Zechariah's eschatology
the Messianic must be mentioned because
of its inherent importance and because
Zechariah’s treatment of it is especml]y
rich. Repeatedly Messiah appears as the
agent of the divine salvation of the double
remnant or the divine judgment on apos-
tate Israel and the hostile world.

In the night visions the Messiah is
represented by Old Testament figures
who typified him and his work—Joshua
the high priest and the governor Zurub-
babel, heir to David's throne. There also
appears the angel of the Lord, pre-Incar-
nate theophany form of Messiah, and
there is the direct in-breaking of the voice
of Messiah speaking in the first person,
In chapters 9-14 the figure of the Messiah
himself appears although in chapter 11
he stands behind the transparent foim of
the prophet Zechariah who enacts the
role of the Messianic shepherd. These
differences in revelational form aré due
to the differing literary forms in various
parts of the book. What is more signifi-
cant is the harmony of all the chapters
in their concept of Messiah's person and
work.

The deity of the Christ is revealed in
2:8; 12:10; 13:7,

Very prominent is the union in Christ
of Prlestly and Iungly office and function.
It is most strikingly portrayed in the
scene of the high pnest Joshua's corona-
tion (6:11,12; ¢f. 4:11-14). That scene
gathers together the teaching of the pre-
ceding visions which had already pre-
sented Messiah as priestly intercessor
(1:12) and iniquity zemover (3:9), and
as royal governor and temple builder
(4:6-10),

The same two strands interiwine in
chapters 9-12. These make mention of
his sorrow and sufferings as one despised
and betrayed (11:8b,12,13); pierced and
smitten of the sword (12:10; 13:7) as
he came lowly and having salvation
(9:9). But they also call him Zion’s
king (9:9) who as shepherd-king governs
the flock of his people and executes judg-
ment against their oppressors (11:7,8),

Mezerzeorra G, Kravs
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